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Overview 

• What is HERS? 

 

• What is a HERS Rater? 

 

• How is the HERS Index Generated? 

 

• How is the HERS Index Being Used? 

 

• How do I Become a Certified Rater? 

            

 

 

 

 

 

            



What is HERS? 

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

          

  



HERS INDEX  

The MPG of your Home!  

 



What is a Certified Home 

Energy Rater 

  
A Certified Home Energy Rater or Rater is a 
person trained and certified by an accredited 
Home Energy Rating Provider to inspect and 
evaluate a home’s energy features, prepare a 
home energy rating and make 
recommendations for improvements that will 
save the homeowner energy and money. 

 



What is a Certified Home 

Energy Rater 

 
 

How does a 
Rater compare 
to an Auditor? 

 



What is The History of 

RESNET 

 

 
Back in 1981, a group of mortgage industry leaders got 
together to set up the National Shelter Industry Energy 
Advisory Council. The purpose of the Council was two-fold: 
 
1. To establish a way to measure the financial savings 

generated by energy efficient features in a home 
 

2. To credit that home' s energy efficiency in the mortgage 
loan 



What is The History of 

RESNET 

 
The history of energy mortgages dates 
back to the early 1980s when Fannie 
Mae, Freddie Mac, the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Affairs, Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA) and the 
Veterans Administration (VA) all adopted 
energy mortgage programs. These 
programs, however, were not widely 
used due to a number of reasons 
including: 



What is The History of 

RESNET 

1. A lack of consumer and lender 
awareness 

2. No uniform method of efficiency 
evaluation (except in a few states 
with home energy rating systems) 

3. Complicated program procedures 

 



What is The History of 

RESNET 

In April 1995, representatives of the 
national mortgage industry, the National 
Association of State Energy Officials, and 
Energy Rated Homes of America decided 
to do something about this by founding 
the Residential Energy Services Network 
(RESNET). RESNET's task was to develop 
national standards for home energy 
ratings and to create a market for home 
energy rating systems and energy 
mortgages. 



How to Generate a HERS 

Index 



Plan Review 

 



Framing inspection 



Framing inspection 

 





Insulation inspection 



Insulation inspection 

 



Blower Door Test 



Blower Door Test  

 



4x8 sheet of 

gypsum board 
 

Interior at 70º F 

and 40% RH 

1/3 quart 

of water 

Test Period 

was One 

Cold Climate 

Heating Season 

Diffusion 

DIFFUSION 

DIFFUSION 

DIFFUSION 

DIFFUSION 

Lstiburek, J.  2004.  Builder’s Guide to Cold Climates.  Building Science Corporation 



30 quarts 

of water 

4x8 sheet of 

gypsum board 

with 1 in
2 
hole 

 

Interior at 70º F 

And 40% RH 

 

 

Air Leakage 

Test Period 

was One 

Cold Climate 

Heating Season 

Air Transported Moisture 

Lstiburek, J.  2004.  Builder’s Guide to Cold Climates.  Building Science Corporation 



Duct Blaster Test 



HVAC System Assessment 



HVAC System Assessment 



Infrared Images 

 



Infrared Images 

 



Framing       

 

 

CONSULTING REPORTS 

Insulation    

 

 

Final Testing    

 

 



Home MPG Report 

 



How is the HERS Index Being 

Used By the Building Industry? 

 

What Opportunities are out there to 
take advantage of?? 



 
Builders 

Homebuyers 

Raters 

Government  

Utilities 

Realtors 

HBA 

 

 

REGIONAL PARTNERS  



  

OPPORTUNITY  

The Northstar 
Multiple listing 

service has added 
the HERS Score as a 

Searchable Item! 
 
I 



Affordable housing Programs 

Requiring Energy Star V3 

For Funding 

 



ENERGY STAR NEW HOMES 

BENEFITS  

Third party inspections during construction  

 Building Science Consulting 

 

Sell more homes   

 Branding 

 

Increases profit margin 

 Reduce warranty calls 

 $2,000 tax credit 

 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=products.pr_tax_credits


ENERGY STAR ADVANTAGE 



  

CODE COMPLIANCE 



  Green Home Building is a Process, not a Product 

– Design 

– Construction 

– Operation 

– Maintenance 

– Deconstruction 

 

WHAT IS A GREEN HOME 

 



  

What Does it Take 

To Get Certified?  

RATER Candidates must attend a HERS Rater Training 
Course presented by a RESNET Training Provider. 
• Standard course is 40 hours over 5-10 days. 

• The Course includes basic building science 
training 

• An Overview on the RESNET Standards 
• Equipment training on the Blower Door, Duct 

Blaster and IR camera. 
• Training on the RESNET Approved Modeling 

Software. 
• To Successfully Pass the Rater Training, candidates 

must pass the Rater exam and complete 2 
supervised ratings. 
 



  

What Does it Take 

To Get Certified?  

After successful completion of the RESNET Training 
course, The perspective Rater must Join a RESNET rating 
Provider in order to be mentored through 3 
probationary ratings. 
 
After completion of the probationary ratings, the 
individual will become a Certified Rater and will be 
given a Rater number. 
 
 
 
 
  



  

What Does it Take 

To Get Certified?  

• Certified Raters Pay yearly dues to a provider to be 
able to submit confirmed ratings. 
 

• The Certified Raters Provider is responsible for 
Quality assurance on the Rater. 
 

• Raters will also have to complete 18 RESNET 
Approved Professional Development Hours every 3 
Years. 
 

 
 
  



  

What Does it Take 

To Get Certified?  

Quality assurance: 
 
One of the most crucial components of the 
RESNET Home Energy Rating system is that quality 
assurance (QA) is integral to the process. RESNET 
Rating Providers must perform thorough quality 
assurance review of a minimum of 10% of rating 
files submitted for certification, and must perform 
on-site QA review on a minimum of 1% of ratings 
submitted by a Rater annually 

 
 
 
  



  

Questions?? 

 
 
 
  



  Ross Anderson 
Residential Science Resources 

ross.anderson@residentialscience.com 
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