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Kingspan Kooltherm Phenolic Foam Rigid Insulation

A deep-energy-retrofit project uses Kooltherm as part of a high-performance attic insulation system
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Improving the thermal performance of an existing
attic is often challenging: workers are faced with

systems that make it hard to achieve desired R-
values while still maintaining the necessary drying
potential of the assembly.

The house at 81 Chapin Street in Brattleboro,
Vermont, is no exception. It's a 100-year-old wood-
framed two-story home that Alex Beck and Candace
Pearson are determined to comprehensively retrofit
to high performance.

That’s where Eli Gould, owner and founder of
Ironwood Brands’, comes in. Eli is an architect and
builder responsible for projects like the Lemon’s
“"Almost” Passive House and Alex and Jerelyn
Wilson’s Leonard Farm retrofit (see multiple GBA
Energy Solutions blogs on the Wilson project). The
Brattleboro project has no shortage of challenges;
for example, in subsequent blogs we will discuss the
basement. Here, we'll focus on the attic, which
needed careful hygrothermal consideration.
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A type of rigid foam insulation called Kingspan
Kooltherm was installed as part of the energy
retrofit work at this house in Brattleboro, Vermont.

The house has a slate roof.




